The Goeehostovak National Band

i e Onited States of Americy
Chronieles from the years 1928 to 193]

The compiler of the chronicles of the band from the regions
of Valassko and Slovdcko that performed in the United States in
the years between 1923 and 1931 and became known under the
name of the Czechoslovak National Band, was Vaclav Hotdk.
Vaclav, who was born in 1897 and lived until 1980, came from
the town of Bylnice where his father, Josef (born in 1865), was
one of the originators of the Bylnice brass band that was formed
in this little village of southern Valagsko in 1885.

In 1905, when Viclav was eight years old, his father, by then
the bandmaster of the Bylnice band, left for Chicago in the United
States. He stayed there from October 1905 until March 1910,
during which time he performed in various bands, for example
in the band called Moravan, part of the Moravsky zdbavny a
podporujici spolek club, of which he was a co-founder in August
1909. Josef brought back - among other things - two clarinets and
he started to teach both his sons, Véclav and Jan (1900 — 1966), to
play them. Soon, they both began to perform in the Bylnice brass
band (first in 1911, and the following year regularly).

For a short time, Vdclav was a trainee tailor but he quit his
apprenticeship and worked in the Bylnice sawmill. In 1915, he
started military service in the town of Brno and fought in the
First World War on the Russian and later Italian fronts.

Viéclav wrote altogether seven chronicles in which he
recorded his reminiscences and memories. The third one records
the years between 1923 and 1931, the period when the band from
the regions of Valassko and Slovdcko was established and then
departed for America.

In July 1923 a band comprising about 40 musicians from the
town of Kyjov and its surroundings left for the United States but
within one year, however, the band broke up. Soon after that,
Karel Sery, the bandmaster of the local Sokol band, started to
put together a similar band in the town of Valagské Klobouky.
He asked the Hoidk brothers (Jan had just finished his military
service in the town of Fryvaldov, where he had performed in
the military band) to take part in the tour which was then being
prepared.

The groundwork for the folk-costumed band from the regions
of Valagsko and Slovacko to visit the United States was prepared
by two fellow countrymen - P. FrantiSek BoZenek of the town
of Valagské Klobouky, who performed in Chicago, and Otakar
Bartik, a renowned manager who arranged for the band to play
eight lucrative seasons in the New York Funfair and six winter
seasons in the warmth of Sarasota, Florida. (Besides this, the
musicians performed numerous concerts and dances in other
American settlements of their fellow countrymen.
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To perform in the New York Funfair was a dream of many
- not only American — bands because it was at the top of the
entertainment culture in America at that time and politicians,
celebrities of the era, journalists and managers used to gather
there. It was also there where the gramophone industry originated.
Newly established American radio stations got their inspiration,
too, from the Funfair programmes. Bartik arranged the Sarasota
contract with John Ringling, who was in his time one of the most
important producers in America. He owned, among other things,
a world-wide known circus.

Thanks to their performances in the Funfair and the contacts
with Ringling, the band from the regions of Valagsko and Slovadcko
became more and more popular. Their radio broadcasts made
their music very popular, not only with their fellow countrymen.
As a consequence, offers to make their first records started
coming in from the American company, Victor, and later from the
famous Columbia studios. Recording took place most probably
in 1926 and these recordings are probably the oldest gramophone
records of a country folk band from our region.

As the years went on, the quality of the band’s performances
increased steadily: the musicians became better and grew
musically and the band expanded and improved its repertoire.
Jan Hoidk, the brother of the chronicler Vaclav, even became the
bandmaster in 1931. The achievements of the band were admired
by a great number of prominent people, for example the politician
Jan Masaryk, the cornet-player and composer Bohumir Kryl, the
piano-player and composer Rudolf Friml and the Russian opera
singer Fyodor Ivanovich Shaliapin.

At the end of September of 1931, when the seasonal contract
in the Funfair had finished, what was by then known as the
Czechoslovak National Band finished its activities. Some
musicians remained and settled in America while the others
returned home to Czechoslovakia. However, even nowadays you
can trace their musical influence in many villages and towns of
our region. Their names are often forgotten, but this is typical of
the country musicians of the folk culture in general. Its creators
are nameless but their legacy forms the roots of the folk and
country culture - the culture that constitutes the greatest asset
of our region.
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Pro potéchu i pouceni c¢tenafstva knihu
o putovani hudby Moravant
sestavili, priavodnim slovem vybavili
a fotografie vybrali

Petr Odehnal a Jifi Severin



Autorem kroniky valagsko-slovacké hudby, ktera ptsobila
v letech 1924-1931 ve Spojenych stdtech americkych, je Vaclav
Hotdk z Bylnice. Zdklad témét ctyficeticlenného souboru byl
sestaven ve Valasskych Kloboukdach na podzim roku 1923, a to
Karlem Serym, kapelnikem tamni sokolské hudby. Vychozi po-
zici ptipravovali této krojované valassko-slovacké hudbé ve
Spojenych statech krajané, zvlasté kloboucky rodak P. Frantisek
BozZenek, ptisobici v Chicagu, a Otakar Bartik, manaZer, kte-
ry souboru postupné zajistil osm lukrativnich sezon v new-
yorském Lunaparku a Sest zimnich sezon v Sarasoté na Floridé.
Vedle toho muzikanti odehrali fadu koncertti a zdbav pro kra-
janské osady.

Nase valasskd druzina v Praze v Libni, kde jsme dlouho cekali na zdrucni
listinu ze Spojenyjch stdtii, a to prostrednictoim pdtera BoZenka v Chicagu.

Vystupovat v Lunaparku bylo snem vSech hudeb nejen
v Americe, Lunapark patiil k vrcholéim tehdejsi zébavni kultu-
ry. Sarasotské angazmad dojednal Bartik s Johnem Ringlingem,
ktery byl v té dobé jednim z nejvyznamnéjsich americkych pro-
ducentti. Diky ti¢inkovani v Lunaparku a stykim s Ringlingem
se hudba stdvala stdle populdrngjsi: pravidelnd vysilani v ra-
diu, natd¢eni gramofonovych desek...

New York, 1925-1926.

Sarasota, Lido Beach, uprostred kapelnik Bolumir Raban, r. 1929.

Koncem z&if 1931 Ceskoslovenska ndrodni kapela ukonéuje
¢innost. Cédst muzikantit v Americe zistala trvale, &dst jich od-
jizdi domitt do Ceskoslovenska. Stopa jejich hudebntho ptisobe-
ni je v mnohych valagskych a slovdckych obcich stdle — vice ¢i
méné — patrnd.
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Carneval v Tampé na Gasparile parddé. Nase hudba pochoduje Tampou
na Floridé r. 1931.

Publikaci mtizete zakoupit:

e v budové Krajské knihovny Frantiska Bartose
ve Zliné (oddéleni pro dospélé ¢tendte) nebo zasla-
nim objednavky na zvuk@kfbz.cz, tel. 577 042 201

e prostiednictvim internetovych strdnek knihovny

vyplnénim objednavky na adrese:
www.kfbz.cz/ objednavka.htm

e v Méstském muzeu Valasské Klobouky,
tel. 577320095, muzeum@mu-vk.cz

e knihu mtiZete zakoupit také u vybranych knih-
kupct.
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